
Selected Passages from Scripture 
These are offered as options for facilitators to select from among for reading out loud at 
the beginning of dialogue sessions.  They are organized thematically, to help you think 
about when you may wish to use them.  They are all taken from the New Revised 
Standard Version of the Bible.  Please also see the reading from Jim Wallis’s book, 
America’s Original Sin, in Session 1 for other relevant scripture passages. Also, of 
course, please feel free to make your own additional scripture selections. 

HOLY GROUND 

Acts 7:30-34 
30 Now when forty years had passed, an angel appeared to him in the wilderness of 
Mount Sinai, in the flame of a burning bush.  31 When Moses saw it, he was amazed at 
the sight; and as he approached to look, there came the voice of the Lord: 32 “I am the 
God of your ancestors, the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.”  Moses began to 
tremble and did not dare to look.  33 Then the Lord said to him, “Take off the sandals 
from your feet, for the place where you are standing is holy ground.  34 I have surely 
seen the mistreatment of my people who are in Egypt and have heard their groaning, 
and I have come down to rescue them.  Come now, I will send you to Egypt.” 

LOVE OF NEIGHBOR 

Luke 10:25-37 The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
25 Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus.  “Teacher,” he said, “what must I do to 
inherit eternal life?”  26 He said to him, “What is written in the law?  What do you read 
there?”  27 He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with 
all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as 
yourself.”  28 And he said to him, “You have given the right answer; do this, and you will 
live.” 

29 But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”  30 Jesus 
replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell into the hands of 
robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and went away, leaving him half dead.  31 Now by 
chance a priest was going down that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the 
other side.  32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by 
on the other side.  33 But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw 
him, he was moved with pity.  34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, having 



poured oil and wine on them.  Then he put him on his own animal, brought him to an 
inn, and took care of him.  35 The next day he took out two denarii, gave them to the 
innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I come back, I will repay you 
whatever more you spend.’  36 Which of these three, do you think, was a neighbor to 
the man who fell into the hands of the robbers?”  37 He said, “The one who showed him 
mercy.”  Jesus said to him, “Go and do likewise.” 

MYSTERY, GRACE, JOURNEY, PRAYER 

Romans 8:24-27 
24 For in hope we were saved.  Now hope that is seen is not hope.  For who hopes for 
what is seen?  25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.  26 
Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 
ought, but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words.  27 And God, who 
searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes 
for the saints according to the will of God. 

Isaiah 50:10–11 
10 Who among you fears the Lord and obeys the voice of his servant, who walks in 
darkness and has no light, yet trusts in the name of the Lord and relies upon his 
God?  11 But all of you are kindlers of fire, lighters of firebrands.  Walk in the flame of 
your fire, and among the brands that you have kindled!  This is what you shall have from 
my hand: you shall lie down in torment. 

TRUTH, SIN, FREEDOM 

John 8:31-34 
31 Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, 
you are truly my disciples; 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free.”  33 They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 
slaves to anyone.  What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”  34 Jesus 
answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin.” 

LAMENTATIONS 

Lamentations 1:3-4, 12 

3 Judah has gone into exile with suffering 
and hard servitude; 



she lives now among the nations, 
and finds no resting place; 
her pursuers have all overtaken her 
in the midst of her distress. 

4 The roads to Zion mourn, 
for no one comes to the festivals; 
all her gates are desolate, 
her priests groan; 
her young girls grieve, 
and her lot is bitter.… 

12 Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by? 

Psalm 137 

1 By the rivers of Babylon – 
there we sat down and there we wept 
when we remembered Zion. 

2 On the willows there 
we hung up our harps. 

3 For there our captors 
asked us for songs, 
and our tormentors asked for mirth, saying, 
“Sing us one of the songs of Zion!” 

4 How could we sing the Lord’s song 
in a foreign land? 

5 If I forget you, O Jerusalem, 
let my right hand wither! 

6 Let my tongue cling to the roof of my mouth, 
if I do not remember you, 
if I do not set Jerusalem 
above my highest joy. 



REPENTANCE 

Jeremiah 31:17-21 
17 There is hope for your future, says the Lord: your children shall come back to their 
own country.  18 Indeed I heard Ephraim pleading: “You disciplined me, and I took the 
discipline; I was like a calf untrained.  Bring me back, let me come back, for you are the 
Lord my God.  19 For after I had turned away I repented; and after I was discovered, I 
struck my thigh; I was ashamed, and I was dismayed because I bore the disgrace of my 
youth.”  20 Is Ephraim my dear son?  Is he the child I delight in?  As often as I speak 
against him, I still remember him.  Therefore I am deeply moved for him; I will surely 
have mercy on him, says the Lord.  21 Set up road markers for yourself, make yourself 
signposts; consider well the highway, the road by which you went.  Return, O virgin 
Israel, return to these your cities. 

Romans 2:1-5 
1 Therefore you have no excuse, whoever you are, when you judge others; for in 
passing judgment on another you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, are doing 
the very same things.  2 You say, “We know that God’s judgment on those who do such 
things is in accordance with truth.”  3 Do you imagine, whoever you are, that when you 
judge those who do such things and yet do them yourself, you will escape the judgment 
of God?  4 Or do you despise the riches of his kindness and forbearance and 
patience?  Do you not realize that God’s kindness is meant to lead you to 
repentance?  5 But by your hard and impenitent heart you are storing up wrath for 
yourself on the day of wrath, when God’s righteous judgment will be revealed. 

NO PARTIALITY AND ALL ARE ONE IN CHRIST 

Acts 10:34-35 
34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no partiality, 
35 but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to 
him.” 

Galatians 3:27-28 
27 As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  28 
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer 
male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 



Ephesians 2:12-16 
12 [R]emember that you were at that time without Christ, being aliens from the 
commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope 
and without God in the world.  13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off 
have been brought near by the blood of Christ.  14 For he is our peace; in his flesh he 
has made both groups into one and has broken down the dividing wall, that is, the 
hostility between us.  15 He has abolished the law with its commandments and 
ordinances, that he might create in himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus 
making peace, 16 and might reconcile both groups to God in one body through the 
cross, thus putting to death that hostility through it. 

Romans 3:9-12, 21-23 
9 What then?  Are we any better off?  No, not at all; for we have already charged that 
all, both Jews and Greeks, are under the power of sin, 10 as it is written: “There is no 
one who is righteous, not even one; 11 there is no one who has understanding, there is 
no one who seeks God.  12 All have turned aside, together they have become 
worthless; there is no one who shows kindness, there is not even one.” … 

21 But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 
attested by the law and the prophets, 22 the righteousness of God through faith in 
Jesus Christ for all who believe.  For there is no distinction, 23 since all have sinned and 
fall short of the glory of God. 

DIFFERENT GIFTS (OR OUTLOOKS), ONE BODY 

1 Corinthians 12:4-13 
4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of 
services, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who activates all of them in everyone.  7 To each is given the manifestation of the 
Spirit for the common good.  8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9 to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 to 
another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of 
spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  11 
All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one individually 
just as the Spirit chooses.  12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and 
all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  13 For in 



the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body – Jews or Greeks, slaves or free – and 
we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

REST, PEACE IN THE MIDST OF CONFRONTING TROUBLES 

John 14:27 
27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to you.  I do not give to you as the world 
gives.  Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid. 

Matthew 11:28-30 
28 “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give 
you rest.  29 Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in 
heart, and you will find rest for your souls.  30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is 
light.” 

RECONCILIATION 

2 Corinthians 5:15-21 
15 And he died for all, so that those who live might live no longer for themselves, but for 
him who died and was raised for them.  16 From now on, therefore, we regard no one 
from a human point of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of 
view, we know him no longer in that way.  17 So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new 
creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!  18 All this 
is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry 
of reconciliation; 19 that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to himself, not 
counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the message of reconciliation to 
us.  20 So we are ambassadors for Christ, since God is making his appeal through us; 
we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God.  21 For our sake he made him 
to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

LOVE YOUR ENEMY, DO NOT JUDGE 

Luke 6:27-38 
27 “But I say to you that listen, Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 
bless those who curse you, pray for those who abuse you.  29 If anyone strikes you on 
the cheek, offer the other also; and from anyone who takes away your coat do not 
withhold even your shirt.  30 Give to everyone who begs from you; and if anyone takes 
away your goods, do not ask for them again.  31 Do to others as you would have them 
do to you. 



32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love 
those who love them.  33 If you do good to those who do good to you, what credit is that 
to you?  For even sinners do the same.  34 If you lend to those from whom you hope to 
receive, what credit is that to you?  Even sinners lend to sinners, to receive as much 
again.  35 But love your enemies, do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return.  Your 
reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High; for he is kind to the 
ungrateful and the wicked.  36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful. 

37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged; do not condemn, and you will not be 
condemned.  Forgive, and you will be forgiven; 38 give, and it will be given to you.  A 
good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put into your lap; 
for the measure you give will be the measure you get back.” 

John 8:1-11 
1 while Jesus went to the Mount of Olives.  2 Early in the morning he came again to the 
temple.  All the people came to him and he sat down and began to teach them.  3 The 
scribes and the Pharisees brought a woman who had been caught in adultery; and 
making her stand before all of them, 4 they said to him, “Teacher, this woman was 
caught in the very act of committing adultery.  5 Now in the law Moses commanded us 
to stone such women.  Now what do you say?”  6 They said this to test him, so that they 
might have some charge to bring against him.  Jesus bent down and wrote with his 
finger on the ground.  7 When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and 
said to them, “Let anyone among you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at 
her.”  8 And once again he bent down and wrote on the ground.  9 When they heard it, 
they went away, one by one, beginning with the elders; and Jesus was left alone with 
the woman standing before him.  10 Jesus straightened up and said to her, “Woman, 
where are they?  Has no one condemned you?”  11 She said, “No one, sir.”  And Jesus 
said, “Neither do I condemn you.  Go your way, and from now on do not sin again.” 

JUSTICE AND REPAIRING THE BREACH 

Proverbs 21:3 
To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice. 

Psalm 89:14 
Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne; steadfast love and 
faithfulness go before you. 



Micah 6:8 
He has told you, O mortal, what is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to 
do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God? 

Isaiah 58:6-12 
Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the thongs of 
the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke?  7 Is it not to share 
your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; when you see 
the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  8 Then your light 
shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring up quickly; your vindicator 
shall go before you, the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard.  9 Then you shall call, 
and the Lord will answer; you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.  If you 
remove the yoke from among you, the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 10 if 
you offer your food to the hungry and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, then your light 
shall rise in the darkness and your gloom be like the noonday.  11 The Lord will guide 
you continually, and satisfy your needs in parched places, and make your bones strong; 
and you shall be like a watered garden, like a spring of water, whose waters never 
fail.  12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; you shall raise up the foundations of many 
generations; you shall be called the repairer of the breach, the restorer of streets to live 
in. 

 


